




Dear Friends:
     This year marks the 25th Anniversary of the Vietnam Travel-
ing Wall Tribute. The American Veterans Tribute travels the U.S. 
with a mission to Honor, Respect and Remember those who 
served our nation and those who are presently serving.  The 1st 
District Vietnam Memorial Committee is honored to bring this 
Cost of Freedom Exhibit to Rentschler Field and the Greater 
Hartford Area.
     We would like to thank United Technologies Corporation, 
St. Francis Hospital & Medical Center and Congressman John 
B. Larson for sponsoring the Vietnam Traveling Wall, the entire 
American Veterans Tribute and The United States Marine Corps 
Battle Color Detachment from Washington, D.C.
     The traveling monument stands as a reminder of the great 
sacrifice of war.  It is our way of saying “thank you” to all the 
veterans who have served our country past and present and espe-
cially to those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice.

1ST DISTRICT VIETNAM MEMORIAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Paul Barry  &  Craig Jordan  -  Co-Chairs

John Rossi - Office of Congressman John B. Larson/ Chief of Staff
Peter Galgano  -  Chair, Public Relations

Tina Varona  -  St. Francis Care
Jim Schepker  -  St. Francis Care

Rolf Knoll, M.D.  -  St. Francis Care
Mary Ann Roczynski  -  American Legion

William Miller  -  D.A.V.
Tom Parker  -  Marine Corps League

Gregg Forbush - Marine Corps League
Carol Krohn - Marine Corps League

Fran Zizzamia - Logistics
John Scanlon  -  Motorcade & Security

John Hollis  -  E. Hartford VFW
Rusty Meek  -  State of CT. VFW



“Special Thanks to Our Veterans 
from The Mohegan Tribe”









A tribute to all who lost their lives 
fighting for our freedom

Freedom is the liberty to 
pursue your own dreams because 
of those who valiantly fought to 
defend the red, white and blue. 







Charles P. Varca Chapter 17
Department of Connecticut
Disabled American Veterans

PO Pox 241
Manchester, CT 06045-0241

Charles P. Varca Chapter #17 DAV honors the men and 
women that made the supreme sacrifice for our country 

during theVietnam War.

DAV Chapter Officers for 2008 - 2009

Commander................................... Michelle Harrison
Senior Vice Commander...................... Terry Chetalet
Junior Vice Commander........................ Bruce Gaston
Treasurer.................................................. Dan Tofeldt
Officer of the Day.............. Norwood Frye (deceased)
Sgt at Arms......................................... Denis Chicoine
Chaplin........................................... Arthur Warrington
Adjutant.............................................. Walter Grunder
Chapter Service Officer........................ Terry Chetalet
Historian............................................. DenisChicoine

Trustees - Norman Stevenson, Denis Chicoine, John Kelly

In Memory of Our Deceased Chapter Members:

Norwood Frye (WWII)

Elwood (Woody) Lechausse (Vietnam)

George Bear (Vietnam)



Schedule of Events
Thursday, October 16th

 7:00 p.m.   OPENING CEREMONIES
Al Terzi/Channel 3 Master of Ceremonies

 
-  U.S. Marine Corps Battle Color Detachment - Posting of  
 the Colors & The National Anthem
-  Opening Prayer - CT Army National Guard State 

 Chaplain, LTC Kevin Cavannaugh
-  Presentation Of Memorial Wreaths
* POW/MIA Wreath - Mary Beaulieu - POW Vietnam Vets of  
America State Chair
* Gold Star Wives Wreath - Kathleen Blamire Cardona -   
VP /N.E. Region of Gold Star Wives of America - Widow of 
Ronald William Cardona,  Charlie Ranger,  KIA 07/06/69
* Gold Star Mothers Wreath - Helen Sincere, mother of   
James Sincere, USMC, KIA, Republic of Vietnam - 11/22/68

Speakers
-  Dr. Rolf Knoll(Ret. Colonel US Army) - Chief Medical Officer, 
St. Francis Hospital & Medical Center - Sponsor of the 
American Veterans Traveling Tribute

     -  Steve Doty - American Veterans Traveling Tribute Committee
-  Paul Barry - 1st District Vietnam Wall Committee

 
Friday, October 17th

 7:30 p.m.   MAIN EVENT -  RENTSCHLER FIELD
Kara Sundlun/Channel 3 & Brad Davis/WDRC-AM

Co-Masters of Ceremonies
Speakers 

-  (Ret) Air Force 4 Star General Bill Begert - V.P. Business
Development, UTC - Main Event Sponsor
-  (Ret.) Colonel U.S. Army Dr. Rolf Knoll - 1st District Vietnam 
Wall Committee & St. Francis Hospital & Medical Center
-  Paul “Buddy” Bucha - Medal of Honor Recipient , U.S. Army
-  Leesa & Ray Phillippon - Parents of Lance Corporal Larry 
Phillippon, USMC, KIA, Iraq

Main Performance
U.S. Marine Corps Battle Color Detachment 



Schedule of Events
Saturday, October 18th

2:00 p.m.   COLORS CEREMONY
Brad Davis/WDRC-AM Master of Ceremonies

Speakers
-  National Anthem - East Hartford High School Show Choir
-  Steve Doty - AVTT
-  (Ret) Major General James Battaglini U.S. Marine Corps
-  Leesa & Ray Phillippon
-  Peter Galgano - 1st District Vietnam Wall Committee
 

7:00 p.m.   CANDLELIGHT VIGIL
Directed by AVTT and D’Esopo Funeral Chapel  

-  Reading of the 612 names of CT Veterans on The Wall
-  Taps

Sunday, October 19th
- 10:00 a.m.  Sunday Service at The Wall - Chaplain Kevin 
Cavannaugh
- 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  - Motorcycle Riders Assemble for the 
2:00 p.m. ride to the Wall, “The Ride to Honor” Coordinated by 
John Scanlon, USMC, Patriot Guard Riders
- 4:00 p.m.  - Presentation of CT Wartime Service Medals by 
Linda Schwartz, Commissioner of CT Veterans Affairs
 

5:00 p.m.      CLOSING CEREMONIES
Brad Davis/WDRC-AM Master of Ceremonies

 Speakers
-  Craig Jordan - 1st District Vietnam Wall Committee
-  Steve Doty  - AVTT Committee
-  John Rowan - National President of The Vietnam Veterans of 
America
-  Linda Schwartz - Commissioner of CT Veterans Affairs
-  Chaplain Kevin Cavannaugh - Benediction

American Legion Color Guard - March to Retire Colors
HCD Marine Corps League Honors Detail - Rifle Salute

Taps

***



YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN

IN HONOR OF OUR FALLEN BROTHERS FROM 
MIDDLETOWN, CT

PFC Leroy Frazier  Panel 11E Line 33

SP4 Thomas W. Shay  Panel 8E Line 49

And
OUR ADOPTED BROTHER

LCpl Thomas W. Fritsch-Cromwell, CT
Panel 58E Line 7

http://www.vietnamvetsmiddletownct.org/

 A Man is not Dead until he is Forgotten...



VKVSW Connecticut Chapter 1
Board of Directors

Sam Ranno........................................... President
Eric Moyher.................................. Vice President
Vinny Parys............................................ Treasurer
Don Romano...........................................Secretary
Mike Gilbert...................... Board Member/Editor
Ken Dionne................................... Board Member
Tom Curtin.................................... Board Member
Jeff Cascarelli................................ Board Member
Bill Shea......................... Alternate Board member
Al Crego..........................Alternate Board Member

For Veterans, By Veterans



ShopRite of 
Manchester

Owned & Operated by
The Cohen Family

Great Quality, Great Prices, Great People!





The Marine Corps League
Hardware City Detachment 781

New Britain, CT

 Is Looking For All Good Marines and FMF Navy Corpsmen
Who Were Honorably Discharged

The Marine Corps League was incorporated by an act of Congress in 1937. 
The League perpetuates the best traditions and spirit of ALL Marines who 
proudly wear or who have worn the eagle, globe and anchor of the Corps.

THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE IS
THE ORGANIZATION FOR ALL MARINES

Active Duty~Reserve~Retired~Officer~Enlisted~All Marine Veterans
The Marine Corps League preserves the traditions and promotes the interests of 
the United States Marine Corps. The League promotes the ideals of American 
freedom and democracy. We voluntarily aid and render assistance to all 
Marines as well as to their widows and orphans.
  Join Now!  Contact:

Sal Sena, Sr., Commandant ------ Aaron Cheerman Sr. Vice Cmdt.
      860-614-6188                               860-930-4531
     4mermarine@sbcglobal.net           acheerman@cox.net  

CI L



The 1st District Vietnam Wall Committee would like to 
express our sincere appreciation to the following 

donors and contributors:
Northland/AEG & Rentschler Stadium Operations 

CT. State Police & State of Connecticut Department of Public Safety

Mohegan Sun

The Connecticut Laborers’ District Council

The Town of East Hartford & The East Hartford Police Department

D’Esopo Funeral Chapels

Northeast Utilities

Edgewood Party Rentals

Shoprite of Manchester

Peter Solak - The Henderson Group







Paul William Bucha (born August 1, 1943) is a 
highly decorated American Vietnam War veteran and 
recipient of the Medal of Honor. 
He is currently a foreign policy adviser to Barack 
Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign.

Paul Bucha was a two time All-American 
swimmer. After graduating from theUnited States 
Military Academy at West Point, he was commis-
sioned as an officer in the U.S. Army.
In Phuoc Vinh, Vietnam, Captain Bucha of the 3rd 
battalion, 187th infantry, 3rd Brigade 101st Airborne 
Division led a recon patrol that encountered strong 
resistance. He was awarded the Medal of Honor for 
his actions between March 16 to 19, 1968.

He later taught at West Point and became 
president of the Congressional Medal of Honor 
Society.

Paul “Buddy” Bucha
Medal of Honor Recipient



“This nation will remain        
the  land o f  the  f ree ,
only so long as it is 
the home of the brave.”

Elmer Davis

From the Saint Francis family, our undying admiration
and gratitude for the fallen and living brave who have
kept our nation free.



We love a challenge.

44 Tobey Road, Bloomfield, CT 06002   860.242.2800   Fax 860.286.0181   www.finlay.com

Program Consulting • Project Management • Digital Asset Management

Sales Automation Systems • Sheetfed Printing • Digital Printing • Fulfillment • Distribution


