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Department of Connecticut Officers 

2025-2026 

 
Commandant .............................Rich Daigle 
                                                    860-222-5024               
                                                    ptm78usmc@sbcglobal.com 
 

Sr. Vice Commandant………...Walt Benson 
           203-768-8435 
                                                   walt.benson5@gmail.com 
 

 
Jr. Vice Commandant………… George Gutmann Jr. 

            203-446-6072  
                                                         ggutmann@preferredtool.com 
 

 
Judge Advocate .......................  Doug Fisk 
           860-774-0378 
                                                   the49thcdd@hotmail.com  
 

 
Sgt. At Arms .................... …….Ray Burrington 
                                                    860-918-6880  
                                                    rayuconn@cox.net  
 
Adjutant…... .................... …….Charise Hewitt 
                                                    203-494-1250 
                                                    charise.hewitt@gmail.com 

Paymaster ..................................Tom Jackson 
                                                     203-257-2855 
                                                    jackson.west@att.net 
 
Jr. Past Commandant .................Pat McMahon 
                                                    860-222-5024               
                                                    ptm78usmc@sbcglobal.com 

 
Funeral Honors ..........................John Reek 

                                                    860-329-2419 
                                                    dad7051@gmail.com 
 
Chaplain ....................................Peter Depaola 
                                                    860-478-6802                                 
                                                    pdepaolsr@gmail.com 
 
The Worthy Pack Leader…….. Walt Benson 
Newsletter Editor                       203-768-8435 
                                                   walt.benson5@gmail.com 
 

 
Young Marines Liaison … …...Peter Depaola 
                                                    860-478-6802                                 
                                                    pdepaolsr@gmail.com 
 

 
Web Sergeant …………………Skip Hamel 
                                                    203-527-8137 
                                                    hamels52@att.net 
 
Public Relations .........................Al Urso  
                                                    860-877-9092 
            alurso@cox.net 
 
Legislative Officer .....................Adele Hodges 
            203-843-1244 
           hodgesadele@yahoo.com 

Important Dates 

                      Detachment Meetings 

Brass  City Detachment 31-    First Tuesday 17:00 

Peter P. Monaco Jr. 40-    First Monday 19:00 

Northwest Detachment 42- First Tuesday 19:00 

Ridgefield Detachment 44- Third Wednesday 19:00 

Silver City Detachment 45 Third Tuesday 19:00 

Southington Memorial 46- Third Tuesday 19:00 

Valley Detachment 48-  Second Sunday 19:00  

Bridgeport Detachment-654 First Tuesday 19:00 

Paul C. Houghton—681  Third Tuesday 19:00 

Hardware City Detachment—781 First Wednesday 19:00 

Housatonic Detachment-1129 Second Monday 19:30 

Thames River Detachment-1334 Second Tuesday 19:00 

        GLAWACUS Pound & PACK GROWLS 
 

Sept 8  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Peter Monaco 
 

Nov  2  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Rocky Hill 
 

Jan  4  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Rocky Hill 
 

Mar  1  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Valley Det. 
 

May 3  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Rocky Hill 
 
June Grand Growl TBD 
 

      Department Meetings 2025-2026 
 
DATE  LOCATION     FOOD 
 
AUGUST 24         Rocky Hill    HOUSATONIC 
 
OCTOBER 5        Rocky Hill    HRDWARE CITY 
 
DECEMBER 14   Rocky Hill     BRASS CITY 
 
FEBRUARY 1      Rocky Hill    BRIDGEPORT 
 
APRIL 12         Rocky Hill   NVCDD 
 
JUNE    TBD 
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The Navy officer who became a legend among the 6th Marines          
                                                                                    By Jon Guttman   

 Lt. Joel Boone was awarded the Medal of Honor for extraordinary heroism while helping the wounded 
on July 19, 1918. (Naval History and Heritage Command). On June 2, 1918, during Germany’s spring offen-
sive on the Western Front, the enemy encountered a newly arrived company of Marines — and they, unlike a 
French unit pulling back to more de- fensible ground, were marching 
straight toward the enemy. The out- come was a grim introduction to mod-
ern warfare and an act of extraordi- nary heroism from another segment 
of the Corps that has since found its own way into Marine tradition: the 
U.S. Navy Hospital Corps. Among the Marines marching towards the 
Germans was U.S. Navy officer Joel Boone, who was assigned as the sur-
geon for the 6th Marine Regiment. Boone was present during the 25-day 
confrontation between the Marines and Germans at Belleau Wood in 
June 1918. A cousin several times removed from the legendary frontier 
pathfinder Daniel Boone. The rela- tionship ended there, though. Gradu-
ating from Mercersburg Academy in June 1913, followed by attending 
Hahnemann Medical College, Phila- delphia, Boone was commissioned a 
lieutenant (junior grade) in the U.S. Naval Reserve in 1914. After attend-
ing the U.S. Naval Medical School in Washington, D.C., he graduated with 
a Regular Navy commission in the summer of 1915.  
 Born in St. Clair, Pennsylva- nia, on Aug. 29, 1889, Boone got his 
first foreign assignment with the Ma- rine Artillery Regiment of the Marine 
Expeditionary Force suppressing the Cacos Rebellion in Haiti. It was 
there where he was made medical officer for the 13th Marine Company. By April 1917, Boone was serving 
aboard the battleship USS Wyoming (BB-32) when the United States declared war on Germany and in June of 
that year he was temporarily promoted to full lieutenant. Boone faced his first challenge on June 9, when the 
6th Marines’ regimental aid station was demolished by enemy shells and was bombarded again on the 10th, 
killing 10 Marines and wounding many more. On June 25, he followed a battalion pressing against machine 
gun positions, establishing advance dressing stations under continuous shell fire. For his performance 
throughout the intense fighting at Belleau Wood, Boone was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.  
 The final turning point of World War I on the Western Front began on July 14 as the German army tried 
to force its way across the Marne River and on to Paris — only to be stopped there by the French and Ameri-
can army On July 19, Surg. Boone left the shelter of his field station and into an open field southeast of Vierzy, 
near a cemetery on the road south. Under a heavy barrage of large caliber shells, Boone calmly but swiftly 
traversed the scant cover to recover wounded Marines, apply tourniquets and dress wounds. Casualties were 
so heavy that he used up his dressings and supplies, so he commandeered a motorcycle and drove to the 
rear through a blitz of explosives and gas, then, as his citation states, “returned quickly with a sidecar load.” 
Such were the day’s casualties that his medical supplies were again used up, so “A second trip under the 
same conditions and for the same purpose, was made by Surg. Boone later that day.” Somehow he survived 
and dozens of front-line witnesses testified to the exploits of the naval officer who became a legend among the 
6th Marines.  
 Promoted to lieutenant commander in September, Boone made it through the war to the armistice on 
Nov. 11, 1918. His life-saving actions on July 25 were recognized by the Navy, which later saw Boone award-
ed the Medal of Honor. That, along with the DSC, six Silver Stars, Bronze Star with “V,” two Purple Hearts, 
French Officier de la Légion d’Honneur and Croix de Guerre with two bronze stars, added up to his ultimate 
status as the most decorated medical officer in the U.S. Armed Services. Boone continued his naval career 
through World War II and Korea, one of the few Americans to have served in four conflicts. He represented 
the American medical forces on the deck of battleship Missouri when the Japanese surrendered on Sept. 2, 
1945. He also served in the White House physician to Presidents Warren G. Harding, Calvin Coolidge, Her-
bert Hoover and, briefly, Franklin D. Roosevelt.  

 

Editor’s note: This story’s headline has been corrected to reflect that Joel Boone was a medical officer 

https://www.marinecorpstimes.com/news/your-military/2024/07/08/the-wwi-marines-who-became-the-services-first-medal-of-honor-aviators/
https://www.marinecorpstimes.com/off-duty/military-culture/2024/04/24/the-man-who-made-belleau-wood-and-the-marine-corps-immortal/
https://www.cmohs.org/recipients/joel-t-boone
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John Taylor & Tina Harvey John Taylor & Howard Schaeffer 

  

 On Sunday September 7th the Dogs of The 

Connecticut Pack were honored to host The Honor-

able Senior Vice Chief Devil Dog, Joe DeAngelo Jr. 

and the Honorable Aide De Camp, Barbara DeAn-

gelo. I have been a Dog since 2017 and we have 

never had a visit from anyone from the kennel be-

sides our New England Vice Chief Devil Dogs, Pat 

McMahon, and Cherie Monnell. They came to pre-

sent an award to PCDD Doug Fisk for his continued 

contributions to the Dogs, and to swear in Vice 

Chief Devil Dog Pat McMahon.  
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Soaring high—literally and figuratively! Honored to take 

part in the Peter P. Monaco Jr. Hike to remember along-

side State Rep. Steve Weir and an incredible community! 

Proud to walk (and fly!) in support of bringing awareness to 

#veteransuicideprevention Grateful to be part of something 

  In The 
   Air 

On Land 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/veteransuicideprevention?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV78B8BxsAOmiTS6mCF7RTrZhIl0jhnoNPJML-P_aCw0sQN79U-tsjLBZX-sVkuuFXpHZxxgxGBaFFRrDDownezzvgaN8Aq2hUTowq5vzzHdmz2DNeW2US6jAy5Wa_uQy5e6nGUB0oJ_MzAayKziwVCs9q8X0NwQrIxoZ_YcvLg6KiM
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 A sea of over 200 Veterans, march-

ing in the 13th Hike to Remember. This 

annual event is held every September to 

remember 9-11 and bring attention to 

Veterans Suicide 

And Sea 
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 CONNECTICUT  
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 This year marks 50 years since I earned the title, 

“Marine.” In 1975, there were only about 3,000 women Ma-

rines during that era and very limited MOS’s to choose from. 

It was by accident that I even learned that there were wom-

en in the Marine Corps. I had basically only heard of WACS 

and WAVES and never gave it a second thought of serving 

our country; until the day I heard that there were women 

Marines and within six weeks I was standing on those yellow 

footprints at Parris Island! 

 Today, there are about 14,000 women serving and all 

MOS’s are open to those who qualify. Women make up 

about 6.5% of the Marine Corps population. Boot camp was 

challenging, both physically and mentally in 1975, but it was 

much easier than the boot camp of today. We had a very 

different PFT then, and we were never introduced to the rifle 

range. We were trained to be “Lady Leathernecks” and were 

even issued a make-up kit and provided classes on etiquette. 

But then we entered the 1980’s where things started to rapidly change. Although I loved being a 

Marine, I only served four years active duty and then got out to start a new season of my life as a 

wife, and eventually a mom. Women were discharged from active duty if they were pregnant and I 

witnessed some of my friends end their service because of it. That started to shift in the late 

1970’s so by 1980, women were allowed to stay in when pregnant.  There still are a lot of compli-

cations in today’s force with custody of children when the mother deploys, or even goes to extend-

ed training, but more women are making careers as Marines than ever before. Within six months 

of leaving active duty, I joined the Marine Corps Reserves and enjoyed being affiliated again. My 

MOS was in Administration, so I always had a billet wherever I went. Everything started to change 

for women Marines around this time. We were now permitted to wear Cammies and boots, some-

thing I loved very much! And we finally got to go to the rifle range and fam-fire. I loved that too! 

Our PFT changed for the third time since I joined to be more aligned with the male PFT. I was fine 

with that too! And more opportunities were opened for women with the MOS’s, and I was proud of 

that. 

 During my 24-year career, I served in two active-duty units, and seven reserve units from 

west coast to east coast, mostly infantry units, long before women were allowed to be in an infan-

try unit. I deployed with 25 th Marine Regiment for Desert Storm as their Regimental S-1 Chief and  

50 year a marine 
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was the only woman in the regimental staff. Within a year after returning from that deployment I 

was promoted to 1 st Sergeant. Because of my gender, the Marine Corps would not allow me to 

stay with the infantry regiment, so they gave me orders to logistics group where women were al-

lowed to serve in leadership billets. Several years later, I was invited by HQMC to return to 25 th 

Marine Regiment to be their Headquarters Company First Sergeant and make history for women 

in leadership billets. I declined that offer and accepted orders to another logistics company in New 

Jersey. I was the company 1 st Sergeant of two logistics units before being promoted to Sergeant 

Major and assigned to 6 th Motor Transport Battalion, which some of the old- timers had issues 

with that. 

 As I reflect on my 50 years as a Marine, I feel quite blessed. I joined the Marine Corps 

knowing very little about the Marines, yet eager to be one. I knew little about the history of the Ma-

rine Corps outside of what we were taught in boot camp. The 200 th birthday celebration in 1975 

was my first experience of sharing such pride with fellow Marines and I began to truly feel part of 

this family. I graduated boot camp and MOS school and was acclimating to my first duty assign-

ment in 1975 and the buzz was contagious and energizing about the Corps’ 200 th birthday cele-

bration. I was bursting with pride to be part of this great organization, and the enthusiasm pro-

pelled me to lean into this new identity that was now mine. I earned the title Marine, and now I 

have a responsibility to uphold all its traditions and customs like all those who came before me. 

 During my 24-year career, the PFT became the easiest thing the Marine Corps asked of 

me. I was a trailblazer of sorts for all the changes that were occurring to integrate women into 

combat MOS’s. To meet those MOS minimum standards, women had to adapt and overcome all 

the myriads of changes with the PFT, weapons training, Crucible, billeting, uniforms, etc. Fifty 

years later, I stand prouder knowing I am part of an elite organization who has embraced the 

changes for women Marines and welcomed us as equal. As women, not Lady Leathernecks, 

we’ve been challenged to meet physical and mental requirements that have stretched us beyond 

what most women could ever imagine with a focus on strength and endurance. I love the line, “All 

women were created equal, then some became Marines.” 

 

         Happy 250 th Birthday Marines! 

         Semper Fi 

         Jamie DePaola, USMC Veteran 

50 year a marine 
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 The mission of the CT Veterans Day Race is to support the Connecticut veteran community, 

especially those most in need. On November 8 th , they will be celebrating their 10 th anniversary 

of honoring and supporting CT veterans. Veterans Day is a great time for all Americans to salute 

our military veterans and say, “thank you.” MCL member, Peter DePaola, is the Race Director 

and organizer for the event. He, and his wife Jamie, founded this event in 2016 to not just 

honor our veterans, but to raise funds and awareness for the VSOs who directly help the under- 

served veteran community. 

 Since they began in 2016, the CT Veterans Day Race has donated over $100,000 to 18 differ-

ent Veteran Service Organizations in CT. Even with the recent economic challenges we’ve 

experienced, one thing that remains true and strong is the human spirit and the willingness to 

give, to help, and to support others. 100% of the race proceeds are donated to CT Veteran 

Service Organizations (VSO) who serve the needy and homeless veteran community. 

The patriotic opening ceremony begins at 9:45 a.m. and features the UConn ROTC Color Guard 

and Rubyfruit A Cappella choir from UConn singing the National Anthem. The race begins 

promptly at 10 a.m. and offers both live and virtual options in the 4-mile course, 3-mile walk, or 

the 3-mile ruck sack. Donations of non-perishable food items will be collected for the “Vittles 

for Veterans” Food Pantry at Veterans Base Camp, and daily essential items will also be 

collected for the homeless veteran population for “Backpacks for Life” program. 

Check out the event’s website at www.ctveteransdayrace.com to learn more. Please join the 

festivities of the day by being a sponsor, or by participating either in the run, walk or ruck or as 

a patriotic spectator or along the route cheering on the runners. There’s something for 

everyone to celebrate and support veterans on Veterans Day. Please share the good news!  

 In this 250th Anniversary of so many Branches of the Military, please participate in this event 

in any way that your circumstances will allow. If not physically then monetarily. 

                                                                                                                            Jamie DePaola 

CONNECTICUT     
The “CT Veterans Day Race”  

honors and salutes all who served 
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My journey as a Marine taught me the immeasurable importance of leadership, not just in the field 

but in life. I’ve had a diverse life journey from being with the 12 th Marines, artillery and logistics, to 

managing institutional pharma- cies across the Northeast, elected 

to public office, and a non-stop volunteer for veterans causes. 

 As the Marine Corps League Department of CT Chap-

lain, my message is simply to always live by our Marine Corps 

Values of Honor, Courage and Commitment to strengthen our 

spirit for everyday life. We al- ways need to be spiritually fit, 

have resilience and hope, and uphold our faith, family and our 

Country as foundational to our service. As we prepare to mark 

the 250 th birthday of our Marine Corps, I know that the Marine 

Corps instilled in me a sense of responsibility for welfare of others and a belief that leadership al-

ways matters, regardless of one’s role. It’s a lesson that reminds me that we leave our mark not 

only on the Corps but on the community around us. We earned the title “Marine” and that makes 

us unique since it’s part of our identity in whatever we become when we hang up our beloved uni-

form. Our 250 years of history attests to that fact. 

 Three generations of my immediate family have served in the Marine Corp from the Korean 

War era to the Vietnam War era, the Cold War, and most recently my two sons during the Post 

9/11 wars. The seven of us learned the importance of taking responsibility for one’s actions, taking 

care of our own, and servant leadership. Each generation has faced new challenges to become a 

Marine. Today the physical and mental demands are higher than ever. Today’s Marines are part of 

an organization that demands a difference – and delivers global excellence beyond all others. 

 

S/F 

Peter DePaola 

Chaplain 

MCL Dept of CT 

Chaplain’s corner  

250 years as marines 
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Connecticut pack 

Worthy pack leaders message 

   

  

 

 

 

  Last Growl we had a visit from the Honorable Sr. Vice Chief Devil Dog and the Honorable 

Aide De Campe, and this was a first since I have been a dog. I have seen visits to MA but never to us here 

in CT. If you don’t get to National Conventions and attend The Supreme Growl, this was a great op-

portunity to meet and get to know your National officers, and for them to meet and get to know you 

and the things the dogs in Connecticut are capable of. The purpose of their visit was to present an 

award to PCDD, PDD Doug Fisk in recognition of the work he does for the dogs; and he does do a 

lot to promote the dogs and the Connecticut Pack. When we travel to Growls in other packs or 

Quad State, or National Connecticut is one of the loudest and most engaged dogs in attendance. 

That motivation and enthusiasm comes from PCDD Fisk. The other reason they came was to swear 

in our very own National Vice Chief Devil Dog, PDD Pat McMahon. Dogs holding this position were 

not previously sworn in; but starting this year they were sworn the same as the elected officer of the 

kennel. Since Pat had to leave National early they made the trip to fulfill this requirement. 

 We did not have time at the last Growl because of the company but PCDD Fisk asked that 

we bring in some games to the Growl, something the would utterly embarrass the dogs attending. 

We have had a few in the past with shooting at targets, knocking over plastic cups with marshmal-

lows. I think the best idea would be to make up teams and the teams should be created by Pounds 

and we could compete for bragging rights                                     

                                                                                                            Thank you for all you do, 

                                                                                                             Semper Woof                                                                            

                        PDD Walt Benson                      

                        Worthy Pack Leader 

 As we discussed last Growl we need new dogs. Back in August I sent out 

an e-mail asking you to bring in names of candidates but I didn’t get any, so lets 

try and get some names for our next GROWL. Also, lets try and boost some at-

tendance as well. The next GROWL is November 2 at Rocky Hill, and it would be 

nice to make some progress growing our numbers. Call someone up. See if they 

need a ride and come together. 

  2025—2026 Growls,  

 Glawackus pound & Pack 

Sept 8  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Peter Monaco 
 

Nov  2  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Rocky Hill 
 

Jan  4  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Rocky Hill 
 

Mar  1  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00  Valley Det. 
 

May 3  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Rocky Hill 

 

June Grand Growl TBD 

2025 –2026 Pack Officers          

Worthy Pack Leader: PDD Walt Benson         

Worthy SR. Vice Pack Leader: PDD Jim Lauber    

Worthy JR. Pack Leader: DD Adele Hodges   

Worthy Smart Dog: PCDD, PDD Doug Fisk 

Worthy Watch Dog: PDD Rivers McCallop 

Worthy Police Dog: PDD Bill Lee  

Worthy Dog Trainer: PDD Jack Dougherty 

Worthy Dog Robber: PDD George Gutmann Jr. 

Worthy Barking Dog: PDD Roland Hamel 
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MONDAY SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

OCTOBER 2025 2025 

5 

12 13 14 15 

19 20 21 

16 

22 

17 18 

10 11 

25 

26 27 28 

23 24 

29 

3 4 

7 8 9 

1 2 

6 

30 

 

 

 

31 
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MONDAY SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2025 2025 

3 4 5 

11 12 14 

7 

15 

8 

1 

2 

20 21 22 

23 

18 19 

24 29  

NOVEMBER 

30 

16 17 

6 

13 10 9 

27 26 28 25 
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