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Department of Connecticut Officers 

2025-2026 

 
Commandant .............................Rich Daigle 
                                                    860-222-5024               
                                                    ptm78usmc@sbcglobal.com 
 

Sr. Vice Commandant………...Walt Benson 
           203-768-8435 
                                                   walt.benson5@gmail.com 
 

 
Jr. Vice Commandant………… George Gutmann Jr. 

            203-446-6072  
                                                         ggutmann@preferredtool.com 
 

 
Judge Advocate .......................  Doug Fisk 
           860-774-0378 
                                                   the49thcdd@hotmail.com  
 

 
Sgt. At Arms .................... …….Ray Burrington 
                                                    860-918-6880  
                                                    rayuconn@cox.net  
 
Adjutant…... .................... …….Charise Hewitt 
                                                    203-494-1250 
                                                    charise.hewitt@gmail.com 

Paymaster ..................................Tom Jackson 
                                                     203-257-2855 
                                                    jackson.west@att.net 
 
Jr. Past Commandant .................Pat McMahon 
                                                    860-222-5024               
                                                    ptm78usmc@sbcglobal.com 

 
Funeral Honors ..........................John Reek 

                                                    860-329-2419 
                                                    dad7051@gmail.com 
 
Chaplain ....................................Peter Depaola 
                                                    860-478-6802                                 
                                                    pdepaolsr@gmail.com 
 
The Worthy Pack Leader…….. Walt Benson 
Newsletter Editor                       203-768-8435 
                                                   walt.benson5@gmail.com 
 

 
Young Marines Liaison … …...Peter Depaola 
                                                    860-478-6802                                 
                                                    pdepaolsr@gmail.com 
 

 
Web Sergeant …………………Skip Hamel 
                                                    203-527-8137 
                                                    hamels52@att.net 
 
Public Relations .........................Al Urso  
                                                    860-877-9092 
            alurso@cox.net 
 
Legislative Officer .....................Adele Hodges 
            203-843-1244 
           hodgesadele@yahoo.com 

Important Dates 

                      Detachment Meetings 

Brass  City Detachment 31-    First Tuesday 17:00 

Peter P. Monaco Jr. 40-    First Monday 19:00 

Northwest Detachment 42- First Tuesday 19:00 

Ridgefield Detachment 44- Third Wednesday 19:00 

Silver City Detachment 45 Third Tuesday 19:00 

Southington Memorial 46- Third Tuesday 19:00 

Valley Detachment 48-  Second Sunday 19:00  

Bridgeport Detachment-654 First Tuesday 19:00 

Paul C. Houghton—681  Third Tuesday 19:00 

Hardware City Detachment—781 First Wednesday 19:00 

Housatonic Detachment-1129 Second Monday 19:30 

Thames River Detachment-1334 Second Tuesday 19:00 

        GLAWACUS Pound & PACK GROWLS 
 

Sept 8  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Peter Monaco 
 

Nov  2  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Rocky Hill 
 

Jan  4  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Rocky Hill 
 

Mar  1  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Valley Det. 
 

May 3  Pound 11:00  Pack 13:00 Rocky Hill 
 
June Grand Growl TBD 
 

      Department Meetings 2025-2026 
 
DATE  LOCATION     FOOD 
 
AUGUST 24         Rocky Hill    HOUSATONIC 
 
OCTOBER 5        Rocky Hill    HRDWARE CITY 
 
DECEMBER 14   Rocky Hill     BRASS CITY 
 
FEBRUARY 1      Rocky Hill    BRIDGEPORT 
 
APRIL 12         Rocky Hill   NVCDD 
 
JUNE    TBD 
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 On November 10th Marines of The Department of Connecticut gathered at the State Capital to cele-
brate our 250th Birthday. Twenty five Marines plus families and friends gathered to celebrate this great event. 
Three representatives from the Veterans affair committee spoke and invited Marines to contact them with the 
needs of Veterans in the State. Speakers included Guest of Honor, Commissioner of Veterans Affairs, Briga-

dier 
Gen-
eral 
Ron 

Marine corps 250th birthday    

cake cutting at the capital 

Photo by Ben Jordan 

Photo by Ben Jordan 
Photo by Ben Jordan 
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Marine corps 250th birthday    

cake cutting at the capital 

Col Adele Hodges USMC Ret., Brig-

adier gen Ron Welch US Army Ret. 

Commissioner CT Veterans Affairs, 

Col Adele Hodges USMC Ret.,  

Tom Callinan CT Troubadour, plays the Marine Corps Hymn with 

Skip Hamel, Col Adele Hodges USMC Ret, Commandant Bridgeport 

Detachment And Rich Daigle Dept of CT Commandant  

Photo by Ben Jordan 

Brigadier gen Ron Welch US Ar-

my Ret. Commissioner CT Veter-

ans Affairs, Adele Hodges USMC 

Ret.,  

Photo by Ben Jordan Photo by Ben Jordan 

Photo by Ben Jordan 

Photo by Ben Jordan 

Rich Daigle Commandant State 

of CT MCL 
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Marine corps 250th birthday    

cake cutting at the capital 

Col Adele Hodges USMC Ret., Brig-

adier gen Ron Welch US Army Ret. 

Commissioner CT Veterans Affairs, 

Jamie DePaola USMC Ret. 

Renee Harvey Sang The National Anthem. 

Photo by Ben Jordan 

State Representative Jamie Foster, CT General Assembly 

Co-Chair  of the Veterans and Military Affairs Committee and 

Co=Chair State Senator, Paul Honig.  

Photo by Ben Jordan 

State Senator Cathy Osten, Member of the 

Veterans and Military Affairs Committee 

Photo by Ben Jordan 
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Marine corps 250th birthday    

cake cutting at the capital 

The Birthday Cake, just as it has for 249 years before will be presented to the Marines present for this cere-

mony. The Mameluke Sword before the cake,  Marine Corps history states that a Mameluke sword was pre-

sented to Marine First Lieutenant Presley O'Bannon by the Ottoman Empire viceroy, Prince Hamet, on De-

cember 8, 1805, during the First Barbary War, in Libya, as a gesture of respect and praise for the Marines' 

actions at the Battle of Derna (1805). 

Photo by Ben Jordan 

Marines from Brass City, Housatonic, Bridgeport, Peter P 

Monaco Jr., Valley, Hardware City, Thames River and one at 

Large Member attend the ceremony 

Photo by Ben Jordan 

1st Sgt Andres Lazo, Reads Gen John 

Lejeune's Message for the Birthday 

Photo by Ben Jordan 
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Marine corps 250th birthday    

cake cutting at the capital 

CPL. Jack 

Dougherty and GNYSGT Ulysses Carr,  

Present the 250th Birthday Cake For The Official 

Cutting The Cake CT State Commandant Rich Dai-

gle, State Senator, Paul Honig. CPL. Jack Dougherty 

and GNYSGT Ulysses Carr. 

The Guest of Honor not present, Rich Daigle 

Commandant CT MCL.  Gives the first piece of 

cake to the oldest Marine, Joe Caminiti. In the 

background Tom Callinan, Peter DePaola, 

Renee Harvey. 

Photo by Ben Jordan Photo by Ben Jordan 

Photo by Ben Jordan 

The Oldest Marine  Youngest Marine, Joe 

Caminiti. Passes the cake to the youngest Ma-

rine 1st Sgt Andres Lazo, As is our custom, 

thereby transferring the knowledge forward back-

ground Rich Daigle,Tom Callinan, Peter DePao-

la, Renee Harvey, Walt Benson 

Photo by Ben Jordan 
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Brass city MEMORIAL   

250th birthday ball    

 

Welcome To Our Ball Skip Hamel 250 Years of Sweet Success Commandant and MC of Our Ball  

Jim Lauber 

Steve & Ashley Bozzuto,  Karl Crum NW Detach-

ment, Robert Bozzuto, Joan Bozzuto, Sara, Chris 

Bozzuto 

Joe O’neill,  Peg O’neill,  Joe O’neill Jr., Pat & Sissy 

Musco 
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Brass city MEMORIAL   

250th birthday ball    

Connie Lauber,  Rich Daigle,  

Gracie Parker, Renee Harvey, Family and friends Gunny Ulysses Carr, Joe O’neill, Dom Falcone,  Pat 

Musco, Dancing to the music. 

We will be called to fight again, 

and we will be ready, and we will 

win.  

Since our first amphibious landing 

at Nasua to the black sands of Iwo 

Jima, to urban combat in Fallujah, 

our Corps has come a long way 

since Samuel Nichols took com-

mand of two batallions at Ton Tav-

ern  
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Brass city MEMORIAL   

250th birthday ball    

Guest Speaker Peter DePaola, 

Dept. of CT Chaplain 

Detachment Commandant Jim Lau-

ber ; Presents Memento to Peter. 

Our second Speaker,              

Spoke and presented exam-

ples of items from The Colonial 

Marines 

Traditional Cake Cutting Ceremony, First piece to 

our guest of Honor, Peter DePaola, Then to the old-

est Marine Dom Falcone, Brass City Detachment, 

The youngest Marine Jake Phillips Silver City De-

tachment, Jack Dougherty, and Rose taylor, Cake 

Escorts 

Karl Crump NW Detachment, with the display of 

items from the colonial Marines. The table in front of 

his display is the space we reserved for you. 
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Brass city MEMORIAL   

250th birthday ball    

 

Walt Benson, Jack Dougherty Jamie DePaola, Walt Benson Jake Phillips Silver City Detach-

ment & youngest Marine 

We did not have a Kissing Cam but we did have a 

Dancing Cam That caught Jack and Jane 

Dougherty, trying some new moves. 

We also had a hugging Cam where Antonio and 

Leatha Lipusz  
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Brass city MEMORIAL   

250th birthday ball    

Left: Raffles for Brass City Detachment 

Right: Sissy and Pat Musco, Joe & Peg O’neill, Joe O’neill Jr., 

Walt Benson 

Gunny Ulysses Carr, Jack Dougherty, Pat Musco, Joe O’neill, Rich Daigle, Adele Hodges, Rose Taylor, To-

ny Pina & Skip Hamel Jr.  
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Bridgeport & Housatonic 

cake cutting ceremony 

  

 

Guest of Honor and Speaker Col Stephen Forand 

USMC Ret. Receiving q Quilt of Valor. Bottom left a 

full view of the Quilt held by Greater Bridgeport Com-

mandant Col Adele Hodges USMC Ret. 

Top left table of Poolies, soon to be departing for PI  
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Bridgeport & Housatonic 

cake cutting ceremony 

  

Marine Corps Recruiters from Bridgeport 

Marines from Brass City, Greater Bridgeport, and Housatonic Detachments, Marine Recruiters from Bridge-

port, and Marines who just finished Boot Camp at PI at their First Birthday Celebration. 



15 

 

 

Greater Bridgeport  

veterans day rose event 

  

 

Members of the Greater Bridgeport Detach-

ment Collect funds for the Rose Program for 

Veterans Day at Bass Pro Shop In Bridgeport 
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 On November 8 th , they celebrated their 10 th anniversary of honoring and saluting our CT veterans 

and the Veteran Service Organizations who support our veterans. The event was a huge success on a per-

fect autumn day in Coventry, the hometown of veteran Captain Nathan Hale!  Nearly 600 patriotic friends 

filled Patriots Park and 358 registered to participate in either the 4-mile race, 3-mile walk, or 3-mile ruck ei-

ther live or virtual. The oldest runner was 82 years old and the 

youngest was 7! One CT participant, who is active duty and currently 

deployed overseas, ran the 4-mile race virtually. 

 From the proceeds of this year’s race event, a total of 

$33,000 was distributed to eight different 

Veteran Service Organizations who provide support for the under-

served veteran community throughout Connecticut.  Since they be-

gan in 2016, they have distributed over $139,000 to 21 different vet-

eran service organizations thanks to our sponsors and participants. 

 The race committee has pledged to continue to salute the 

brave men and women who hav served our great country and to re-

mind them how grateful Connecticut is for their service and sacri-

fice.  They are honored to continue this great event to bring aware-

ness to the needs of those veterans less fortunate.   This is not just a 

race, it’s an event to raise funds, raise friends and raise awareness 

of the services for our brave military men and women. Marine Corps 

League member, Peter DePaola, of the Peter P. Monaco Jr. Detach-

ment in Glastonbury, CT, is the founder and organizer of the CT Vet-

erans Day Race.  

 

     Jamie DePaola USMC Ret. 

10 th anniversary of  

the CT Veterans Day Race 
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 Mission:  Pick up 12 frozen turkeys from Gnazzo's Supermarket in Plainville, 

CT and deliver to Veterans Inc. in New Britain, CT.  This is a tradition originated by 

John Lynch and Manafort Brothers 

many years ago,  Manafort Brothers 

donates the turkeys and Marine Corps 

League, Hardware City Detachment 

781 delivers them. This is our 2nd year 

delivering to Veterans Inc. Veterans 

Inc.  

 Veterans Inc. is the largest pro-

vider of support services to Veterans 

and their families in New England. 

Since 1990, we have helped more 

than 100,000 Veterans . We deliv-

ered to 232 Arch St. New Britain, 

CT. 

 

 Mission accomplished: Fri-

day, November 21st, 2025.  See 

photos attached: Photo one left to 

right Al Urso, Mia, Veterans Inc, a 

Marine we met in the lobby (David), Rivers McCalop, and Fred McGoldrick. 

            Al Urso 

Hardware city detachment 

mission: turkey drop 

Scott & Mia Veterans Inc., Al Urso, Com-

mandant Hardware City Detachment, 

Rivers McCalop, Fred McGoldrick 

Scott & Mia Veterans Inc., Al Urso, David (a Marine met 

in the lobby) Rivers McCalop, Fred McGoldrick 
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MONDAY SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

December 2025 2025 

5 

12 13 

14 15 
19 20 

21 

16 

22 

17 18 

10 11 

25 26 27 

28 

23 24 

29 

3 4 

7 8 9 

1 2 6 

30 

 

 

 

31 
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MONDAY SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2026 2026 

3 

4 5 

11 12 14 

7 

15 

8 

1 2 

20 21 22 23 18 19 24 

29  

January 

30 

16 17 

6 

13 

10 9 

27 26 28 25 31 
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Attention To Orders 
The Next Department of Connecticut Meeting 

December 14th  
Rocky Hill Veterans Hospital 

287 West St., Rocky Hill CT 06067  

Building 50 


