This was the beginning of Hardware City Detachment’s Honors Detail
These 4 Marine Corps League members did Military Honors for over
100 funerals in the first year.

John Clark
Peter Galgano Jr.
George Perodeau
Dick Wearne

Pictured above practicing from left to right are:

Peter Galgano Jr. videotaped, edited, and created the Wake & Funeral DVD.
Copies were made and given to 300 Funeral Directors in CT and put on website.

Peter Galgano Jr. photographed, edited, and created the C Co. Homecoming DVD.
200 copies were made and given to the Marines and their families.

Charlie Company honors 2006 Veteran of the Year in May
The Marines of Charlie
Company, 1st Battalion 25th
Marines, based in Plainville,
gathered on May 19, with their
families, for the first Family
Day since their retur n from
Iraq. 1st Sgt. Ben Grainger, inspector/instructor of Charlie
Company, prepared to announce the winner of the 2006
Veteran of the Year Award. Peter Galgano, member of Marine Corps League, Hardware
City Detachment 781, prepared
to take a photo of whoever received the award to post on the
Marines of Charlie Company
Web site he maintains as Web
sergeant. The East Berlin resident would not be taking a pho-

to for this occasion: Galgano
was announced as Veteran of
the Year.
Galgano’s involvement and
dedication to the Marines of
Charlie Company is extensive.
During the deployment to Iraq,
he established an ongoing email
connection
with
Grainger, who sent photos of
Marines in Iraq. As well as
helping to organize fundraisers and events for the Marines’
families here at home, Galgano
also took photos. He posted
them on the website, with
Grainger’s, giving both the
Marines and their families an
online link to each other.
Actively participating in the

News Briefs
Police order extra
patrols on roads
The Plainville Police Department will be conducting
checkpoints to spot drivers
who may be driving under the
influence of alcohol or drugs.
The schedule follows: Sunday, July 1, 7:30 p.m. to 2 a.m.;

Saturday, July 13, 8:30 p.m. to
2:30 a.m.; Friday, July 20, 8:30
p.m. to 2:30 a.m.; Saturday, July
28, 8:30 p.m. to 2:30 a.m.; Saturday, Aug. 11, 8:30 p.m. to 2:30
a.m.; Saturday, Aug. 18, 8:30
p.m. to 2:30 a.m.; Wednesday,
Aug. 22, 8:30 p.m. to 2:30 a.m.;
and Saturday, Sept. 1, 8:30 p.m.
to 2:30 a.m.

Give to the Troops gathering in
Rocky Hill, Galgano helped
pack
care
packages
for
Marines
in
Iraq
and
Afghanistan. Through e-mail
with Grainger, he obtained the
names of 194 supporters of the
Marines in Iraq, who went
above and beyond in their contributions. On his computer,
Galgano made a certificate in
each supporter’s name. The
Marines of Charlie Company,
frequently accompanied by
Galgano, then presented a certificate to each of the contributors.
Galgano was actively involved in organizing Charlie
Company’s homecoming reception, held on Oct. 25 at the
Hartford Armory. He designed
and created a Welcome Home
ad book and a musical DVD
slide show of all the photographs that had been posted on
the Marine Corps League Web
site during the Marines’ deployment. The slide show was
played on a 20-foot screen for
families to watch as they waited to greet their homecoming
Marine. Galgano also made
copies of the DVD, giving one

Photo courtesy of
Virginia King Galgano

to each of the 200 families.
Galgano was also involved
with Charlie Company in
many other ways. His award
certificate states, “For outstanding performance and
contribution to the Marines of
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New 5000 sq. ft. Outside
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Call for Free Estimates
860-410-1144
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We’re not just Pizza, we’re your local Family Restaurant
Featuring Dinner Specials - Changing Daily
• Broiled Chicken • Meatloaf • Pot Roast • American Chop Suey
• Macaroni & Cheese • Steaks • Seafood

NOW OFFERING FAMILY NIGHT

Charlie Company.” Galgano
also received a glass statue of
an eagle in flight.
For information about the
Marine Corps League Hardware City Detachment 781, visit www.mcldeptct.org.

993926

European Style
Sandwich of your Choice
Grill Pressed on Sour Dough Bread
Try One, They’re Great!

994154

PAT I O O P E N

Peter Galgano, of East
Berlin, left,
receives the
2006 Veteran
of the Year
Award from
1st Sgt. Ben
Grainger, inspector/instructor of
Charlie Company, 1st
Battalion 25th
Marines.
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Rentschler Field to host Vietnam Veterans Memorial
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By Matthew Engelhardt
Journal Inquirer
Published: Monday, October 13, 2008 11:51 AM EDT

EAST HARTFORD — Few experiences match the reverence of visiting the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in
Washington D.C. and reading the names of the thousands killed or still missing during the war.
This week, residents unable to make it to Washington will have the experience replicated for them at Rentschler
Field.
The Vietnam Traveling Wall comes to East Hartford on Wednesday. Motorcycle riders, most of whom are veterans,
will escort the 370-feet-long, 8-feet-tall wall to the field, where it will stand open to residents 24 hours a day
through next weekend.
“This event is a moving and respectful tribute,” Paul Barry, chairman of the First District Vietnam Wall Committee,
said. “The traveling memorial stands as a reminder of the great sacrifice of war.
“It was made for the purpose of helping to heal and rekindle friendships made during a difficult time,” Barry
continued. “It is our way of saying thank you to all the veterans who have served our country past and present,
and to those who currently serve in Iraq and Afghanistan.”
On Wednesday, 612 motorcyclists will ride in honor of the exact number of Connecticut residents killed in action
or still missing from a war that saw 58,260 Americans lose their lives or go missing.
The traveling wall is an 80 percent replica of the monument in Washington D.C., Peter Galgano, public relations
chairman for the committee, said.
Galgano said Rentschler Field would be transformed into a place of remembrance, gathering, and honor during the
visit. He expects between 50,000 to 80,000 people to visit East Hartford this week to see the memorial.
He called it an emotional experience sure to stir anyone who served in war or has loved ones who are veterans.
“You really think those feelings would go away, but they don’t,” Galgano said.
This is the 25th anniversary of the traveling wall’s creation. Galgano said U.S. Rep. John B. Larson, D-1st District,
an East Hartford native, worked with the committee to bring the monument to Connecticut.
The committee worried about a location, but found Rentschler Field was open to them and accommodating,
Galgano said.
A host of activities is in store to welcome the memorial to East Hartford.
The motorcycle ride begins Wednesday at 2 p.m.
Beginning Thursday at noon, the memorial will be open for viewing 24 hours a day.
Officials will hold an opening ceremony Thursday at 7 p.m., featuring guests from all branches of the military.

http://www.journalinquirer.com/articles/2008/10/13/towns/east_hartford/doc48f36e0753103699343959.prt
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Vietnam Wall Rentschler Field Oct. 18, 2008
Colors Ceremony created & written by Peter Galgano Jr.

Colors Ceremony – Saturday, October 18, 2008
Vietnam Wall Rentschler Field, East Hartford, CT
What does the American Flag stand for?
By Peter Galgano Jr.

The American Flag stands for courage, camaraderie, safety and
protection. Also the flag expresses patriotism and love of the
country. Did you know that the colors on our flag stand for
something? White stands for purity and innocence. Red stands
for hardiness and valor. Last but not least, blue stands for
vigilance, perseverance and justice. The stars on the American
Flag stand for heaven and divine. The stripes mean rays of
light emanating from the sun. The flag also stands for
something else. The flag stands for hope, beliefs and
accomplishments of our nation.
Flags are the most important symbols in the nation. The flag
has stood for character, personality and the American history.
The American flag has become an old, familiar symbol. Some
people do not take the flag seriously; they make tents, skirts,
T-shirts and seats of their jeans. The 13 stripes stand for the
13 colonies. The 50 stars today, represent the 50 US States.
There have been a lot of changes in the American flag. Francis
Scott Key wrote a poem, which is now known as the Star
Spangled Banner.
The flag does not tell us that we are perfect. But, the flag tells
us we must always strive to be perfect. Normally the flag is
displayed only from sunrise to sunset. For special occasions it
may be displayed at night and needs be lighted. The flag
should be raised briskly, lowered slowly and ceremonially. At
no time should the flag touch anything beneath. You cannot
write, draw and no other marks should be on the flag.
Seeing the flag flying, proudly reminds me of my Marine
Corps Boot Camp in Paris Island, South Carolina. So much
drilling and marching, mostly in the rain. Long hours in

classrooms. Running the obstacle course, learning hand to
hand combat, and being closeted with tear gas, just to be sure
we trusted our gas masks if they should ever be needed.
Many times late at night you’d hear quiet sobbing from the
stress and homesickness. I, myself, wondered several times if
I’d made a mistake in volunteering to serve my country. It all
seemed so ridiculous and grueling the things we had to do,
when others were in cushy civilian jobs.
Then on graduation day, when we marched onto the parade
field in front of our families and friends (it was the first time
my Mom and Dad ever flew on a plane) the Marine Corps band
played the Marine Hymn, we all stood so straight and proud,
and then they began to play, “She’s a Grand Ole Flag”. At that
moment, they began briskly raising the flag up the flagpole in
the center of the field. Every military person present saluted
the flag, and civilians put their hands over their hearts.
The words of the song ran through my mind, “She’s
emblem of the land I love, the home of the free and
brave...” The flag stands for freedom and all of the lives
over the many years and the many wars to give us
freedom today.

the
the
lost
this

I cry and pray for all of those who have lost their lives fighting
for a free America, and I salute all our men and women in
uniform, no matter where they are serving, who always answer
any challenge that threatens freedom — our freedom!
This Colors Ceremony honors all of our Military and Public
Service organizations that put their lives on the line everyday
for our Freedom and our Safety.
I will now hand the microphone back to my friend and fellow
Marine, Brad Davis, to introduce the Colors we have here for
you today. Thank you.
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Marine Corps League
Hardware City Detachment #781
Commandant

Raymond L. Carrier Sr.

Serial No. 001

Your dedication to making the lives of our Marines better will never go forgotten.
For historical purposes an official entry has been recorded in the command duty logbook.

Marine Corps League

Hardware City Detachment # 781

By the

Super Stop & Shop #0614

On this day, this certificate was dedicated to

This certifies that Super Stop & Shop #0614 of Berlin, CT is a strong and grateful supporter of the
Marine Rose Program, “In Memory of Those Who Served Forever Remembered”, and to Assist
Wounded Veterans and Local Youth Programs and provide other services to the community.

Peter Galgano Jr. created this Thank You Certificate
for the Hardware City Detachment Marine Rose Program

Peter Galgano Jr. created Marine Corps League’s Marine Rose Program
webpage on Dept. of CT website with PDF files for viewing and printing

